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dinals, tinder the presidency of such persons as
James, pure Jews, men belonging to the family of
Jesus, would have been established,1 and would
have become an immense danger to the nascent
Church. The very fact that Paul, after so much ill
usage, always remains in connection with the church
of Jerusalem, shows what difficulties would have
attended a rupture with those holy personages.
Such a schism would have been thought an enormity.
Separation from Judaism would have been impos-
sible, and yet that separation was the necessary con-
dition of the existence of the new religion, as the
cutting of the umbilical cord is the condition of the

1 In our own time, an analogous state of things is producing
itself in connection with. Judaism, and seems likely to acquire
considerable importance. The Jews of Jerusalem all pass for
ha/camim, or learned men, having no other occupation than medi-
tation upon the Law. As such, they have a right to alms, and
look upon themselves as entitled to support from Jews of the
whole world. Beggars on their behalf go about all the East, and
even the rich Israelites of Europe conceive themselves obliged to
assist their needs. On the other side, the decisions of the Great
ILabbi of Jerusalem tend to acquire universal authority, although
formerly all doctors were equal, or at all events their credit de-
pended on their reputation. In this way it is possible that at some
future time Jerusalem may become the doctrinal centre of Judaism